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State of Local Emergency Declared in Wollaston Township 

 
The spread of COVID-19, on a global scale, has created an extraordinary event that requires 

extraordinary measures. After consultation with staff and Council, Reeve Barbara Shaw declared a State 

of Local Emergency for Wollaston Township due to COVID-19. This declaration follows Hastings County’s 

declaration, made on March 26, and the declaration made by the Province last week. 

An emergency is defined under the Emergency Management and Civil Protection Act as “a situation, or 

an impending situation that constitutes a danger of major proportions that could result in serious harm 

to persons or substantial damage to property and that is caused by the forces of nature, a disease or 

other health risk, an accident or an act whether intentional or otherwise.” 

Reeve Shaw explained her decision at an electronic meeting of Council on March 27, saying that this 

event will threaten Municipal capabilities and undoubtedly result in economic losses. The COVID-19 

pandemic will also push the Municipality to rely more heavily on volunteers in the weeks and months 

ahead and the declaration will provide additional coverage and protection for those volunteers. The 

declaration also makes it easier to enter into mutual assistance agreements with neighbouring 

Municipalities as our capacity is challenged. 

“I do not make this call lightly,” Reeve Shaw stated. “This is a proactive measure that provides an 

additional assurance of support and survival that our small Municipality will be relying on as this crisis 

continues. Our world is changing and the efforts we make within the Township today will provide a 

greater likelihood of survival and sustainability of our people, our resources and our way of life.” 

Reeve Shaw and Council took additional steps to ensure the Municipality could function by approving 

policies allowing staff to work from home, approving delegated authority and also, allowing for remote, 

electronic meetings. 

“These are the preventative steps we can take before the wave hits,” Reeve Shaw stated. “Now it’s time 

to stay home, to stay safe. We are fortunate to have had some time to prepare for the impact and I 

thank staff, Council and Municipal volunteers for making such an effort to sustain our community.” 
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