
 

 

 

Media Release - November 2nd, 2020 

Acknowledgment of Vacating Position 

For Immediate Release  
 

 
It is with deep sadness Wollaston Township 

must announce that Barbara Shaw, has vacated her 
position as Mayor to pursue opportunities elsewhere.  

 
Coming from the world of journalism, media and 

freelance writing she has always been a strong 
communicator - impressing upon us the importance of 
preserving and taking care of our small but vibrant 
community. Mayor Shaw has shown great care and 
determination in improving our community. While we 
will miss your knowledge and support, we would like to 
take this opportunity to wish you well in the future and 
extend our heartfelt thanks for all you have done for us.  
Mayor Shaw has written a special message to 
stakeholders, listed below:  
 
“While COVID-19 has not impacted my physical health, it is taking a toll on my financial 

wellbeing. My business, like many others across our region, has started to struggle as a result of 

the changes that this pandemic has brought. A bleak financial forecast has prompted me to 

pursue new contracts and sadly, this will be taking me outside of the community more and 

more of the time. 

When I took on this political role, the flexibility in my work schedule meant I could serve the 

community and juggle other commitments in a more reasonable manner. It was never easy, but 

it was possible. 

COVID-19 has changed this and now, instead of being able to do everything I ever dreamed of 

from my home community of Coe Hill, I had to make some sacrifices. 

Difficult decisions have always been part of the job of governing such a special community and 

so it is with this in mind that I have made the decision to vacate my seat so that you can be 

supported by someone who is able to provide outstanding service, closer to home. 

I hope you can understand that this was a painful choice to make. 

It has been an honour to serve this community, to work on some worthy projects and to inspire 

changes that I believe will provide a strong foundation to Wollaston Township for years to 



 

 

come. I look forward to staying active as a stakeholder and I remain committed to sharing 

support whenever I can. 

Please accept my heartfelt gratitude for this experience along with my best wishes for your 

continued health and wellness.” 

 

 

Mayor Barb Shaw 

 
For all inquiries, please contact:  
Bernice Crocker 
Clerk  
(613) 337-5731 

 


