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For Immediate Release 

The purpose of the media release is to address statements and comments being shared online in 
regard to the demolition of the existing Fire Hall and the construction of a new Fire Hall.   

An Infrastructure Ontario (IO) Loan is available, and Wollaston Township qualifies for the loan.  The 
current fixed rate provided by IO is 4.59% but rates are constantly changing.  Options for payment 
costs regarding this loan were detailed by the Treasurer at the October 12, 2022 meeting.  As 
required by Infrastructure Ontario and O. Reg 403/02, the Adjusted Annual Repayment Limit (ARL) 
Report was presented to fulfill necessary requirements for information purposes only, as advised by 
the Regional Manager at IO.  As there are various scenarios that the Township could explore, all 
scenarios needed to be presented to Council to fulfill the legislated requirements for information 
sharing. 

Additionally, IO has suggested that the Township apply for the higher amount of the loan but noted 
that the Township is not contractually bound to sign a contract for this amount, and in fact could apply 
for a lesser value once all documentation has been reviewed and completed.  Since it will be at least 
six (6) to eight (8) weeks before a response is received from IO, new Council will be in place and will 
be able to address the variables such as the Nellie Lunn Park sale and the use of the 2021 surplus 
that was placed in the Fire Reserve.  One of the requirements of IO was to have access to the 2021 
Financial Information Return (FIR) which was submitted by the auditor by the September 30, 2022 
deadline. 

Regarding the impact on property taxes, the Treasurer discussed many variables that can impact 
future Township tax rates.  For example: 

Assessment: 

To date in 2022, there has been over a $1.2 million increase in assessment values due to 
assessment adjustments issued by the Municipal Property Assessment Corporation (MPAC) with 
additional increases expected before the year-end. 

MPAC’s cut-off for building permit submissions is due in late October 2022.  If the necessary 
paperwork is submitted by the deadline, this will create an additional increase in assessment which 
will benefit the 2023 budget.  For example, if there had been an additional $2 million residential 
assessment incorporated in the 2022 budget, the residential tax rate would have decreased by 
approximately 1.13%. 
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MPAC assessors have recently begun making onsite visits again in 2022 and the freeze on 
assessment is estimated to be lifted by MPAC in 2024.  This means increases in assessed values 
could be expected.  Additional information about how assessment impacts tax rates can be found on 
MPAC’s website at 
https://www.mpac.ca/en/UnderstandingYourAssessment/PropertyAssessmentandPropertyTaxes. 

Building/Septic Permits: 

Building permit revenue increased by 74% as of the end of September, 2022 compared to 2021.  In 
2021, they had increased 9% over 2020.  Septic permit revenue increased 5% in 2022 and 82% in 
2021. 

The value of building permits issued in 2020 was $693,792.00; 2021 was $1,798,400.00; 2022 was 
$2,993,300.00 as of the end of September 2022.  This indicates that not only has the municipality 
received additional amounts through the cost of permits, but that it is likely we will see an increase to 
taxes in properties who have completed work and as such, increased the value of their property. 

Other Financial Commitments and Contractual Obligations 

The table below sets out the Township’s current outstanding long-term debt with a current annual 
repayment of $58,314.03.   

ASSET OWING AS AT 
DEC. 31, 2022 

ANNUAL 
PAYMENT 

FINAL 
PAYMENT 

Highway 620 $212,073.60 $58,314.03 2026-03-01 
TOTALS $212,073.60 $58,314.03 

The table below sets out the Township’s current outstanding internal financial commitments with a 
current annual repayment of $27,000.   

ASSET OWING AS AT 
DEC. 31, 2022 

ANNUAL 
PAYMENT 

FINAL 
PAYMENT 

Grader $162,000 $27,000 2028 
TOTALS $162,000 $27,000 

For historical reference, the table below sets out the Township’s Financial Commitments from 2017-
2022. 

Year External Financial 
Commitments 

Internal Financial 
Commitments 

Yearly 
Total 

2017 $110,386.75 $6,100 $116,486.75 
2018 $110,386.75 $33,100 $143,486.75 
2019 $110,386.75 $55,005 $165,391.75 
2020 $110,386.75 $48,905 $159,291.75 
2021 $74,416.30 $32,900 $107,316.30 
2022 $58,314.03 $27,000 $85,314.03 

Based on the five (5) scenarios presented by the Treasurer at the October 12, 2022 meeting, the 
annual debt payments for external commitments ranges from $188,647.80 to $138,220.08.  Option 4, 
being an ARL of $156,653.76 or Option 5, being an ARL of $138,220.08 was suggested.  This can be 
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directly compared to external financial commitments in the table above for the years 2017 to 2020 in 
the amount of $110,386.75.  The $110,386.75 included the following: 

Pavilion loan in the amount of $138,500.00, borrowed in 2011 for a ten (10) year period with an 
ARL of $16,102.27. 

Highway 620 loan in the amount of $652,000.00 borrowed in 2011 for a period fifteen (15) year 
period with an ARL of $58,314.03. 

Western Star loan in the amount of $172,000.00 borrowed in 2015 for a five (5) year period 
with an ARL of $35,970.44. 

Reserves/Budget: 

Based on amounts allocated in the 2022 budget to reserves, in addition to direction provided through 
various resolutions of council (including the 2021 budget surplus) reserves are calculated at close to 
$2 million remaining.  As previously mentioned, the Township came in under budget for the purchase 
of a backhoe as well as other items such as the Fire Tanker Truck which has yet to be purchased. All 
of these factors will impact the final 2022 reserve amounts. 

There are also various items allocated within the 2022 budget that will not need to be considered in 
2023; for example, election costs and shared CBO services. 

The Township does not have control over school rates, County rates, Crowe Valley Conservation 
Authority expenditures, Policing expenditures, Ontario Municipal Partnership Fund (OMPF), Ontario 
Community Infrastructure Fund (OCIF) and the Canada Community Building Fund (CCBF), formerly 
referred to as Gas Tax Fund.  Additionally, the Cost-of-Living Allowance (COLA) which is determined 
by the Consumer Price Index as provided by Statistics Canada, appears to be at a 7% increase for 
2022. 

Provisions of Fire Department Services 

Staff are in discussion with the municipal insurance company, and adjacent municipal Fire 
Departments to discuss invoking Automatic Aid Agreements for the provision of fire protection 
services. This would mean that Fire Services remain operable, as intended. 

Operational Capability 

Delaying work to be completed for the new Fire Hall until spring 2023 could see inflation rise further 
and material costs increase.  We saw an increase in excess of 50% of the original cost from the quote 
received in 2020 to the quote received in 2022. 

The purpose of holding equipment in Limerick Township is to continue providing service for both 
Limerick and Wollaston Township.  It is an effective plan for mutual aid as it is a shared equipment, 
and it is there to maintain operational capability.  There are no concerns with that location as 
equipment would remain in a heated environment and plugged in, ready to fill bottles. 

We respect the health and well-being of not only our Stakeholders but especially our volunteer 
firefighters who are irreplaceable to this community. The current Fire Department building is old and 
for protection of potential new equipment, a new hall is being constructed which will provide more 
space for meetings, training, and adequate space for equipment. Tearing the building down is relative 



to concerns for health and safety of our volunteer fire fighters.  It is also imperative that we update the 
building to post disaster pursuant to the Ontario Building Code regulations that took effect in 2006, 
requiring such standards 

Council has discussed the construction of a new Fire Hall for years and even fundraising has been 
discussed for a new Fire Hall as early as 2004. 

In 2019 there was a public meeting held at the Legion which involved the municipal engineering firm 
of Greenview Environmental.  The owner and his Staff walked around and answered questions to 
those in attendance.  Individuals had an opportunity to address any concerns with municipal 
engineers.  Additionally, there was a program in place at this meeting which allowed people to write 
down their concerns.  The community had input and at that time, the majority showed total support for 
the new Fire Hall.   

There is a formal plan for the equipment storage.  It was discussed at the September 12, 2022 
meeting and a motion was adopted as follows: 

MOTION NO.:13 
MOVED BY:  Deputy Mayor Colton 
SECONDED BY: Councillor Fuerth 

RESOLVED, THAT Council directs Staff to check on hydro cost 
and delivery service at the Waste Site to accommodate Fire 
Department equipment over winter and give Staff authority to 
move ahead with taking money from reserves. 

Opposed: None 

At the October 12, 2022 meeting, another option for storage of equipment was put forth by the Public 
Works Superintendent. 

The Township budgeted for a new Fire Hall and to obtain a loan for the same, in a budget that was 
approved, as amended, at a special meeting of Council on May 20, 2022. At the August 08, 2022 
regular meeting of Council, members adopted a resolution to approve the successful bidder.  Lame 
duck came into effect as of August 19, 2022 after 2:00 p.m. 

It is important to us that we provide information to Stakeholders in order to clarify and present factual 
information.  We would like our Stakeholders to feel assured that our Fire Equipment is operational, 
and ready to respond to emergencies.  Equipment will be located within the municipality and ready for 
firefighters to use.  We take comments otherwise very seriously and hope that Stakeholders continue 
to look to official sources for information such as our official Facebook page, website, newsletters, 
and releases.   
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For all inquiries: 
Bernice Crocker, Clerk 
90 Wollaston Lake Road 
COE HILL, ON  K0L 1P0 
Phone: 613-337-5731
Fax:    613-337-5789
Email: clerk@wollaston.ca 
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